
Tibor Demjen 
head of unit 

Hungarian Focal Point for Tobacco Control  
National Institute for Health Development 
H-1096 Budapest, Nagyvárad tér 2.  III. 321. 

Tel: +36 1 312 5020 
Fax: +36 1 428 8228 

Homepage: http://www.dohanyzasvisszaszoritasa.hu/eng/index.html 

2013.04.19. 1 

http://www.dohanyzasvisszaszoritasa.hu/eng/index.html�


ó Prevalence of smoking and passive smoking among 
children and adults 
ó Tobacco consumption, quantity of tobacco products 

released for free circulation 
ó Governmental incomes and economical burdens 

deriving from smoking 
ó The Act on the protection of non-smokers 
ó Actions 
ó Results 

 
 
 2013.04.19. 2 



Prevalence of daily and occasional smoking among the 
13-15 year olds – 2003,2008,2012 
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Prevalence of current cigarette smoking among 13-15 
years old boys and girls – 2003,2008, 2012 
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Prevalence of second-hand smoking among 13-15 years old, 
exposed to smoke in their own households and in public places – 
2003,2008,2012 
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Rate of daily smoking among adults, 2000-2012 (smoking 
related data coming from Hungarian Smoking Surveys)  
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T. Demjén, E.Bőti, B. Koncz, J. Vitrai; Smoking among adults, Results of the Hungarian surveys from the period of 2000-2009; 
http://www.fokuszpont.dohanyzasvisszaszoritasa.hu/hu/content/hazai-es-kulfoldi-adatok-tanulmanyok  
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Rate of daily and occational smoking among children and 
adults in 2012 
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Tax warehouse, with Member States imports together 
released for free circulation 
cigarettes, cigars, cigarillos (in millions) in HUNGARY 
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Graph made by Hungarian Focal Point for Tobacco Control 
Data sources: Központosított Jövedéki Informatikai rendszer, Vámárunyilatkozat Feldolgozó Rendszer 
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Manufactured tobacco excise tax and VAT revenues  
in HUNGARY 
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Graph made by the Hungarian Focal Point for Tobacco Control 
Data source: National Tax and Customs Administration of Hungary (NTCA) 
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The social burden of smoking in Hungary 
ó The number of people died of smoking in 2010 in Hungary was 20,470, which means one sixth 

of total mortality (16%). Nearly one fourth (23%) of total mortality among men and one tenth 
(9%) among women was caused by smoking.  

ó Years of life lost due to premature deaths caused by smoking was 340,000 in 2010. On average, 
smoker men shortened their lives with 16 years, and smoker women with at least 19 years. Two 
third of the loss was observed in the economically most active time period, between 35 and 65 
years of age. 

ó State revenue from smoking in 2010 – deriving from VAT, excise tax and other payments 
(personal income tax, corporation tax, contributions) – was more than HUF 360 billion. Nearly 
three quarter of this amount derived from excise tax and one quarter of it derived from VAT. 

ó Direct and indirect costs deriving from smoking of the Hungarian population in 2010 were 
more than HUF 441 billion. 

ó The balance of individual and state expenditure deriving from smoking in Hungary and income 
was HUF 80 billion loss in 2010. 
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J. Vitrai, M. Bakacs, E. Balku, J. Bodrogi, T. Demjén, T. Joó, M. Vámos, Z. Vokó: The social burden of smoking in Hungary; 
National Institute for Health Development, Budapest, 2012. május; 
http://www.fokuszpont.dohanyzasvisszaszoritasa.hu/hu/content/dohanyzasellenorzes-gazdasagtana  

2010 GDP (milliárd Ft) income expenditure deficit 
8 465 360 441 80 

100% 4.2% 5.2% 1% 
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Amendments of the Act on the Protection of Non-
Smokers * - measures in force from 1 January 2012 

Total smoking ban:  
ó public education institutions (E.g.:kindergarten, elementary school and 

highschool) and within 5 meters of their external borderlines 
ó child care, child welfare  institutions (E.g.: infants’ nursery) and within 5 

meters of their external borderlines 
ó hospitality venues, health care providers (E.g.: hospital) and within 5 

meters of their external borderlines, no smoking area may be designated even 
in open air spaces at the premises of health service providers 

ó means of public transport in local public transport services, on trains in local 
railway services, on buses/coaches in domestic intercity public transport 
services based on service schedules as well as on passenger trains in scheduled 
railway services 

ó in enclosed areas of workplaces 
ó in enclosed areas of public institutions and within 5 meters of their external 

borderlines 

2013.04.19. 14 

Act XLII. of 1999 on the protection of non-smokers and on certain rules for the consumption and trade of tobacco products 



Amendments of the Act on the Protection of Non-
Smokers * - measures in force from 1 January 2012 

Total smoking ban: 
ó public playgrounds and within 5 meters of their external borderlines 
ó in areas of railway stations that are open to the public, in bus, tramway and 

trolley bus stops and waiting areas, and within 5 meters of their external 
borderlines 

ó in underpasses open to passenger traffic and in other connection spaces of 
public passageways with enclosed air spaces 

ó in rooms of public institutions that are open to the public 
 "public institution” means any establishment or other medium serving for the 

provision of services or other connected activities by natural persons or legal 
entities or unincorporated business associations who perform public tasks or 
other services in the public interest (hereinafter jointly referred to as „services”) 
for those concerned 
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Amendments of the Act on the Protection of Non-
Smokers * - measures in force from 1 January 2012 

Smoking area may be designated:  
 
A) in an open air space 
ó public institutions (yard) 
ó workspaces (yard) 
ó multipurpose health institutions ( yard) 
 
B) in an enclosed air space 
ó for prisoners and detained persons (including those with mental 

disorders) of penal institutions, police stations, detention centres 
and guarded accommodations, 

ó for psychiatric patients in psychiatric institutions, 
ó for employees at workplaces where the corrected effective 

temperature is over 24C° and – with certain conditions – at 
workplaces and establishments with risk or increased risk of fire and/or 
explosion 
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Amendments of the Act on the Protection of Non-
Smokers * - measures in force from 1 January 2012 
Smoking is allowed without any warnings, in enclosed air space : 
ó in enclosed air space smoking rooms with warnings (especially sold as smoking 

rooms) of institutions offering accomodation, in case it is not prohibited by 
fire safety or other orders  

 
Depending on the decision of the owner/manager/employer:  
ó local government can decide on designating non-smoking areas in public 

places by decree 
ó smoking area can be designated on private owned transport facilities (e.g. 

taxi, rented bus) depending on the decision of the operator.” 
ó employers can qualify workplaces as non-smoking, in this case employees are 

not allowed to smoke in the whole area of the workplace, including the yard, as 
well. 

ó operators of public institutes can qualify institutes as non-smoking, in this 
case, it is not necessary to designate a smoking area, not even in open air 
spaces. 
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Amendments of the Act on the Protection of Non-
Smokers * - measures in force from 1 January 2012 
Health protection fine: 
Paragraph 7 of the Act provides the measures to be taken in case of 

contravention of the prohibitions of the tobacco product 
consumption. The state health administration body controls the 
compliance with smoking prohibitions and in case of their 
breach it imposes a health protection fine to the offending 
natural or legal person, or organization without a legal 
personality. 

 
The amount of the health protection fine is: 
ó in case of contravention of prohibitions or restrictions related to 

smoking: minimum 20.000 HUF, maximum 50,000 HUF  
ó minimum 100,000 HUF, maximum 250,000 HUF for the person 

responsible for fulfilling the obligation 
ó minimum 1,000,000 HUF, maximum 2,500,000 HUF for the 

institution, organization, operator or company 
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„No smoking” „Smoking Area” Signs (Coming into effect 
on 1st of March, 2013.) 
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Example from practise 
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Telephone help line 

Help in smoking cessation and remarks on the law (0-24 h) 
Telephone: 06 40 200 493,  
  06 80 44 20 44 

2013.04.19. 22 



Health warnings 

23 

general warnings  
2 sentences 

30% 
 

additional warnings  
14 sentences 

40% 
 
 

combined warnings  
14 sentences,  

42 pictures / illustrations 
40% 

 
"Smoking kills/Smoking can kill"  

"Smoking seriously harms you and others 
around you."  

 

1. Smokers die younger. 
2. Smoking clogs the arteries and causes 
heart attacks and strokes. 
3. Smoking causes fatal lung cancer. 
4. Smoking when pregnant harms your 
baby. 
5. Protect children: don't make them 
breathe your smoke. 
6. Your doctor or your pharmacist can help 
you stop smoking. 
7. Smoking is highly addictive, don't start. 
8. Stopping smoking reduces the risk of 
fatal heart and lung diseases. 
9. Smoking can cause a slow and painful 
death. 
10. Get help to stop smoking: 
(telephone/postal address/internet 
address/consult your doctor/pharmacist). 
11. Smoking may reduce the blood flow and 
causes impotence. 
12. Smoking causes ageing of the skin. 
13. Smoking can damage the sperm and 
decreases fertility. 
14. Smoke contains benzene, nitrosamines, 
formaldehyde and hydrogen cyanide. 

Source: http://www.fokuszpont.dohanyzasvisszaszoritasa.hu/sites/default/files/42_kombinalt_figyelmeztetes_hu.pdf   
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Smoking Cessation Support 

ó National Methodological Centre 
for Supporting Smoking Cessation 

 
 National Korányi Institute of Pulmonology 
ó smoking cessation center 
ó telephone counselling for smoking 

cessation 
ó training for pulmonary specialist 
ó training doctors to minimal intervention 

for smoking cessation 
ó support group 
 
Establishing sub-national centres based on 
institutes for tuberculosis. 
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Controls of compliance with the Act  
Minutes and former documentation  
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Controls of compliance with the Act  
Minutes and former documentation  

 
1. penal institution 
2. psychiatric 

institution 
3. public area 
4. hotel 
5. public education 

institutions, child 
care, child welfare  

6. hospitality venues 
7. health care 

provider 
8. public institution  
9. workplaces 
10. means of public 

transport 
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Controls of compliance with the Act  
Improvement on a new software fitting to the 
registration system 

2013.04.19. 27 

Source: https://www.antsz.hu/AntszAuth/auth.jsp?homeurl=http://nvt.antsz.hu/NVT  



Controls of compliance with the Act  
Improvement on a new software fitting to the 
registration system 

2013.04.19. 28 Source: https://www.antsz.hu/AntszAuth/auth.jsp?homeurl=http://nvt.antsz.hu/NVT/  
 



The number of units 
objected (1.186 db)  
 January-December 2012. 
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The number of authority measures taken (230 db) 
April- December 2012.  
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The rate of units objected considering the type of 
the units (%) April-December 2012.  

2013.04.19. 31 

Source: National Public Health and Medical Officer Service (NPHMOS) Office of the Chief Medical Officer (OCMO) Public Health 
Department; https://www.antsz.hu/AntszAuth/auth.jsp?homeurl=http://nvt.antsz.hu/NVT/  
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The planed fine among counties (in HUF) 
April - December 2012. (12.106.000 HUF) 
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Source: National Public Health and Medical Officer Service (NPHMOS) Office of the Chief Medical Officer (OCMO) Public Health 
Department; https://www.antsz.hu/AntszAuth/auth.jsp?homeurl=http://nvt.antsz.hu/NVT/  
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Communication 

antsz.hu  
 
◦ Text of the 

current version 
of Act on the 
Protection of 
Non-Smokers 
 
◦ The plain 

version of the 
Act 
 
◦ signs (in PDF) 
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Communication 
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Communication 

ó short films 
ó outdoor media 

(outdoor, citylight 
advertisment)  
 
ó Inform the population 

about amendments 
óMotivations for 

Smoking Cessation 
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Communication 
ó Social media 
Using web 2.0 facilities, Origo, Facebook, twitter  
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Number and expenditures of the visitors coming 
from other countries (2004–)  

2013.04.19. 43 

Source:  Hungarian Central Statistical Office; KSH 4.5.2.  http://www.ksh.hu/docs/hun/xstadat/xstadat_eves/i_ogt002a.html  



Income of the hospitality venues (2008–)  

Year 
Sale income of the hospitality venues (million HUF) 

trade workplace total 

2008 600 021  86 714  686 735  

2009 585 781  94 523  680 304  

2010 595 366  108 762  704 128  

2011 597 200  97 486  694 686  

2012 630 101  100 756  730 857  

2013.04.19. 44 

Source:  Hungarian Central Statistical Office; KSH 4.5.2.  http://www.ksh.hu/docs/hun/xstadat/xstadat_eves/i_ogt002a.html  
 



Indoor air quality in hospitality venues before 
and after prohibition of smoking 
Circumstances of the research 
Places: VIII. and IX. districs of the capital, 5 differnet type of hospitality 

venues) 
ó Hospitality places with warm meal kitchen 
ó Hospitality places with cold meal kitchen 
ó Pub 
ó Night club 
ó Coffe house 
 
Periods:           
First period: before the amendments of the Act on the Protection of Non-

Smokers  came into effect – December 2011 
Second period: after 1 of January 2012, to measure the effect of the 

smoking ban – March 2012 

2013.04.19. 45 

T. Beregszászi, B.né Vaskövi, L. Nagy, M. Varró, T. Demjén, A.Kovács, E. Frankó: Effect of the Act on the Protection of Non-Smokers on the 
indoor space air quality in hospitality venues in Budapest (2012), 
 



Indoor air quality in hospitality venues before and 
after prohibition of smoking 

2013.04.19. 46 T. Beregszászi, B.né Vaskövi, L. Nagy, M. Varró, T. Demjén, A.Kovács, E. Frankó: Effect of the Act on the 
Protection of Non-Smokers on the indoor space air quality in hospitality venues in Budapest (2012), 
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